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success, the less he ought to expose himself to new hazards; and that he
could never acquire so much hy any victory as he might lose by a mis-
carriage." He never defeated an enemy whom he did not at the same time
drive out of their camp; so warmly did he pursue his advantage that he
gave them no time to rally their force. When the issue of a battle was doubt-
ful, he sent away all the officers' horses, and in the first place his own, that
being deprived of that convenience for flight they might be under the
greater necessity of standing their ground.
He rode a very remarkable horse, with feet almost like those of a man,
his hoofs being divided in such a manner as to have some resemblance to
toes. This horse he had bred himself, and took particular care of, because
the soothsayers interpreted those circumstances into an omen that the pos-
sessor of him would be master of the world. He backed him too himself,
for the horse would suffer no other rider; and he afterwards erected a statue
of him before the temple of Venus Genitrix.
He often alone, by his courage and activity, restored the fortune of a
battle; opposing and stopping such of his troops as fled, and turning them
by the jaws upon the enemy; though many of them were so terrified that
a standard bearer, upon his stopping him, made a pass at him ; and another,
upon a similar occasion, left his standard in his hand.
The following instances of his resolution are equally, and even more
remarkable. After the battle of Pharsalia, having sent his troops before
him into Asia, as he was passing the Hellespont in a ferry boat, he met with
L. Cassius, one of the opposite party, with ten ships of war ; whom he was
so far from avoiding, that he advanced close up to him; when, advising
him to surrender, and the other complying, he took him into the boat.
At Alexandria, in the attack of a bridge, being forced by a sudden sally
of the enemy into a boat, and several hurrying in with him, he leaped into
the sea, and" paved himself by swimming to the next ship, which lay at the
distance of two hundred paces; holding up his left hand out of the water,
for fear of wetting some papers which he held in it; and pulling his gen-
eral's cloak after him with his teeth, lest it should fall into the hands of the
enemy.
He never estimated a soldier by his manners or fortune, but by his
strength alone; and treated them with equal severity and indulgence; for
he did not always keep a strict hand over them, except when an enemy was
near. Then indeed he was so rigorous an exactor of discipline, that he
would give no notice of march or battle until the moment he was to enter
upon them; that the troops might hold themselves in readiness for any sud-
den movement; and he would frequently draw them out of the camp, with-
out any necessity for it, especially in rainy Veather, and upon holy days.
Sometimes, giving them warning to watch him, he would suddenly withdraw
himself by day or night, and would oblige them to long marches, on purpose
to tire them, if they were tardy.
"When at any time his soldiers were discouraged by reports of the great
force of the enemy, he recovered them, not by denying the truth of what was
said, or by diminishing the fact, but on the contrary by exaggerating every
particular. Accordingly, when his troops were under great apprehensions
of the arrival of King Juba, he called them together, and said^ *' I have to
inform you that in a very few days the king will be here, with ten legions,
thirty thousand horse, a hundred thousand light-armed foot, and three hun-
dred elephants. Let none therefore presume to make any further inquiry,
or to give their opinion upon the subject, but take my word for what J